
United States Department of Agriculture 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Kentucky Field Office 

News Release 
Cooperating with Kentucky Department of Agriculture 

PO Box 1120 · Louisville, Kentucky 40201-1120 
(502) 582-5293 · (502) 582-5114 FAX · www.nass.usda.gov/ky 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

Date: October 8, 2010 

 

HEAT AND DROUGHT REDUCE KENTUCKY CROP PRODUCTION 
 

Lack of rain during an unusually hot September reduced October 1 yield prospects for corn, alfalfa 

hay and burley tobacco according to the Kentucky Field Office of USDA’s National Agricultural 

Statistics Service. Other hay and dark tobacco yield forecasts were unchanged from September.  Projected 

soybean yield increased slightly from September. Tobacco cutting and housing were nearing completion, 

corn harvesting was beginning to wind down, and soybean harvesting was well underway. 

Corn for grain production by Kentucky farmers was forecast at 157.4 million bushels, 4 percent 

below the September forecast. If realized, production would be 17 percent below the record high 2009 

crop. Harvested acreage was estimated at 1.23 million acres, up 20,000 acres from September and up 

80,000 acres from a year earlier. Yield was estimated at 128 bushels per acre, down 7 bushels from the 

September estimate and 37 bushels below the previous record yield set in 2009. U.S. corn production was 

forecast at 12.7 billion bushels, down 4 percent from the September forecast and down 3 percent from last 

year’s record production of 13.1 billion bushels. Based on conditions as of October 1, yields were 

expected to average 155.8 bushels per acre, down 6.7 bushels from the previous month and 8.9 bushels 

below last year’s record of 164.7 bushels. 

Kentucky soybean production was forecast at 49.7 million bushels, up 3 percent from the 

September estimate but well below the record high production set in 2009. Harvested acreage was 

estimated at 1.38 million acres, unchanged from September but 40,000 acres below 2009. Yield was 

forecast at 36 bushels per acre. If realized, yield would be up one bushel from September but 12 bushels 

below 2009 record high yield. U.S. soybean production was forecast at a record high 3.41 billion bushels, 

down 2 percent from September but 1 percent above last year. Based on October 1 conditions, yields were 

expected to average a record high 44.4 bushels per acre, down 0.3 bushel from last month but up 0.4 

bushel from last year.  

Burley production by Kentucky farmers was forecast at 136.8 million pounds, up 5 percent from 

the September forecast but down 15 percent from last year. Yield per acre was estimated at 1,900 pounds, 

down 100 pounds from September and down 250 pounds from 2009. Harvested acreage was estimated at 

72,000 acres, up 7,000 acres from the previous forecast but down 3,000 acres from the previous year. Dry 

weather has hampered the curing process. Production for the Burley Producing States totaled 185.7 

million pounds, up 3 percent from the September forecast. Yields were expected to average 1,897 pounds 

per acre, 83 pounds below last month. 

Kentucky dark fire-cured tobacco production was forecast at 28.7 million pounds, down 10 

percent from a year earlier. Dark air-cured tobacco production was forecast at 12.6 million pounds, a 9 

percent drop from the 2009 crop.   

All hay production by Kentucky farmers was forecast at 5.4 million tons, down slightly from the 

August forecast and 14 percent below the 2009 crop. Alfalfa hay production was forecast at 560,000 tons, 

22 percent below the August projection and down 27 percent from last year. Yield was forecast at 2.8 tons 

per acre, down 0.8 ton from August and 0.7 ton below 2009. Other hay production was forecast at 4.84 

million tons, unchanged from August and down 12 percent from a year earlier. Yield was estimated at 2.2 

tons per acre, unchanged from August and 0.2 ton below a year earlier.  
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